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What is Open Access?

Open access (OA) can be defined as the free online access to peer-reviewed scholarly publications
including journal articles, books, book chapters, … etc. It should be free of charge, and free of most 
copyright and licensing restrictions. 

However, open access currently comes in two different degrees: 
1. Totally free online access and usage
2. Free online access with restricted usage rights which are granted by licensing bodies

Author can provide open access to the publication in different ways non-exclusively:
1. Self-archive it in an open access repository (Green OA)
2. Publish it in an open access journal (Green OA)
3. Publish it in a traditional journal by taking the OA option with charges (Gold OA)
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