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Benefits of Open Access 

• Increase research visibility and impact 

• Improve journal’s Impact Factor 

• Enhance innovation 
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Dated: Oct 20, 2014 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 5 
 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 6 
 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 7 
 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 8 
 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 9 
 

Increasing Visibility and Impact for a Society Journal 
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Enhancing Innovation 

Theories can be shared, and you don't have to be a professor with multiple 

degrees to have your ideas valued. It's a neutral space, where what you look 

like, age or gender, it doesn't matter. It's just your ideas that count. For me, it's all 

about looking at the Internet in an entirely new way to realize that there's so 

much more to it than just posting duck-face pictures of yourself online. You could 

be changing the world.  

So if a 15-year-old who didn't even know what a pancreas was could find a new 

way to detect pancreatic cancer, just imagine what you could do.  

However, undeterred due to my teenage optimism -- (Applause) — I went online to a 

teenager's two best friends, Google and Wikipedia. I got everything for my homework from 

those two sources. And what I had found was an article that listed a database of over 

8,000 different proteins that are found when you have pancreatic cancer. So I decided to 

go and make it my new mission to go through all these proteins and see which ones could 

serve as a biomarker for pancreatic cancer.  

•168 times faster 

• 26,000 times less expensive 

• Over 400 times sensitive  
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Traditional Vs Open Access Publishing 

Traditional Publishing Open Access Publishing 

Accessibility Subscribers only All 

Readers Limited All  

License Copyright Creative Commons  (CC) 

Reuse 
No, or with publisher 

permission 
Yes, no need for 

publisher permission 

Payment Reader or library Author or sponsored 

Page charge／colour 
charge 

Yes (most of them) No (in general) 

Page number(citation 
use) 

Yes No 

Editorial process The same 

Peer-review Process The same 

Impact Factor The same 
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Open Access Development  
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National Institutes of Health 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 14 
 

Research Councils UK 
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http://www.wellcome.ac.uk/about-us/policy/spotlight-issues/Open-

access/Guides/wtx036803.htm 
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Max Planck Society Open Access 

Source: http://oa.mpg.de/lang/en-uk/faq/ 
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Global Research Council 
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G8 Science Ministers Statement (13 June 2013) 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 22 
 



BioMed Central Open Access Presentation 23/10/2014 | 23 
 

http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/change_at_who/issue4/information-sharing/en/index.html#.UuZmTmQo4Us 
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Open Data 
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Open Access Today 

• Total 492 mandates worldwide and 27 proposed mandates 
• 279 institutional mandates + 13 proposed institutional mandates 

• 90 funder mandates + 10 proposed funder mandates 

• 3,817repositories worldwide (Green Open Access)  

• 10,042 Open Access journals (Gold Open Access) in 135 countries 
• 5,888 journals searchable at article level 

• 4,072 journals have Creative Commons License – 2,164 journals have CC-BY License 

• 1,099 out of 10,936 JCR journals with 2012 Impact Factor, 456 of them with article processing 

charge (APC) 

• Not all Open Access journals are peer-reviewed 

• Include non-English journals 

• 1,751434 Open Access articles 

• 2,337 peer-reviewed Open Access books from 78 publishers 

 

Sources: ROARMAP, ROAR, DOAB  &  DOAJ, Oct 20, 2014 
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Open Access Hong Kong 

• Open Access mandates: 4 

• Open Access repositories: 12 

• Open Access journals: 38 

 

Sources: ROARMAP, ROAR & DOAJ, Oct 20, 2014 
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Hong Kong Submission and Publication 2009– 2014 (YTD Sept 
15) in BioMed Central / SpringerOpen 
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How to choose an Open Access publisher or journal? 
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Further Reading 
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About BioMed Central / SpringerOpen 

• One of the largest publishers of peer-reviewed Open Access journals 

• Launched first open access journal in 2000 

• Launched                                     in 2004 

• Became part of Springer in 2008 

• Now publishes >260 Open Access journals,162 journals with Impact Factors  

• Published >200,000 peer-reviewed Open Access articles (includes Chemistry Central 
and SpringerOpen) 

• Costs covered by article processing charge (APC), no page charge, no colour charge 

• APC waiver policy 

• Sponsored journals with zero APC 

• All BioMed Central published articles will be added to INIST (France), Koninklijke 
Bibliotheek (The Netherlands), PubMed and PubMed Central, PubMed Central 
Canada, UK PubMed Central immediately, without embargo period 

• All research articles published under Creative Commons license (CC-BY)  
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Hong Kong 

    Leo Cheung 

    Regional Open Access Publishing Manager 

    Tel: +852 2723 9698 

    Email: leo.cheung@biomedcentral.com 
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