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Science in Transition and its

Impact on Scientific Libraries



ZBW – German National Library for Economics

Where we are based?
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View from our Offices
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ZBW – Fact Sheet

 Founded in 1919 

 Specialised in Economics

 4,3 Mio Books 

 31.000 Periodica, Journals

 4,8 Mio catalog items

 5,5 Mio downloads of digital full texts

 ~ 260 employees

 23 Mio Euro Budget/Year
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Departments
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Science is in Transition …
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Scientific Communication on Twitter
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Scientific Communication in Wikipedia



Scientific Communication in Blogs

Seite 11



Seite 12

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqo46r_yIoU

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqo46r_yIoU
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bqo46r_yIoU
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Science in Transition = Science 2.0

Investigate how participatory Web technologies will 
impact on research and publication processes

Innovate scientific library services
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Public Consultation on Science 2.0

of the European Commission

• ~500 responses to the questionnaire

• 28 position statements

• More Information

 Web site of the EC: http://scienceintransition.eu/

 Qualitative Analysis of ZBW:

http://www.zbw.eu/en/research/science-2-0/
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1…

2. New ways for disseminating output

3. New ways of collaboration
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1…

2…

3. Lack of integration in the existing

infrastructure
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1. Open Access

2. Open Research Data

3. Research Infrastructures



New ways for disseminating output

New ways of collaboration



Research Questions

• How does the Social Web impact on working

habits of researchers?

• How does the Social Web impact on research and

publication processes in different research

disciplines?
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Traditional Feedback Channels
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Social Feedback Channels
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Comment

Bookmark

Like
Recommend

Connect



Facebook.com/DieZBW
EconBiz App





Challenges for Libraries

 Fully understand the logics of social media

 Integration of scientific blogs and wikis into the collection

 Quality criteria for scientific online publications

 Digital long-term preservation of scientific blogs and wikis
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Lack of integration in the existing

infrastructure



Research Questions

• How do Science 2.0 tools support research and

publication processes? 

• What Science 2.0 tools are needed to innovate

research and publication processes?
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Logics of the Web 2.0
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Yesterday
Take the user to the content
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Today
Take the user to the content
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Tomorrow

Take the content to the User

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5gy6V1M2R9M
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Start EEXCESS



Select text

ZBW Resources for

„Great Recessions“





Viral dissemination of scientific literature
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Challenges for Libraries

• Impact of non-traditional literature distribution channels

• Support for decentralised information provision



Conclusion – Science in Transition
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 Research community increasingly

self-organised

 Multi-channel provision of literature

 Decentralised literature provision

 The more digital the more invisible



Klaus Tochtermann

Kiel / Hamburg

Email: k.tochtermann@zbw.eu
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